CMS 3340 National Cinemas

Deconstructing Disney/Bonner


Aladdin (Ron Clements and John Musker, 1992, 90 min.)

Adapted from “Aladdin’s Wonderful Lamp,” a late addition to the collected Middle Eastern folk tales, One Thousand and One Nights (1001 Arabian Nights in English translated title).
Cast:


Aladdin (Scott Weinger)


Genie (Robin Williams)


Princess Jasmine (Linda Larkin)


Jafar (Jonathan Freeman)


Abu (Frank Welker)


Iago (Gilbert Gottfried)


Sultan (Douglas Seale) 


Razoul / Apple Seller (Jim Cummings)

 Cave of Wonders (Phil Proctor)


Aladdin (Brad Kane singing)


Princess Jasmine (Lea Salonga singing)


Narrator (Bruce Adler) (uncredited)

Abstract (Adapted from Netflix.com and IMDB.com):

When resourceful "street rat" Aladdin (d by Scott Weinger) meets and falls in love with the sultan's beautiful, independent daughter, Jasmine (Linda Larkin), there's nothing he won't do to win her heart—including enlisting the help of his faithful monkey friend, Abu, and a show-stealing genie (Robin Williams). Action-adventure and memorable songs, which won the film two Academy Awards, make this one of Disney's best known animated adventures.
Questions for Discussion:

1.  How are femininity and masculinity constructed in Aladdin? Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of females and males.

2.  How are nationality, race, sexuality, and class constructed in Aladdin? Consider especially this week’s reading. Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of differing sexualities, races, and classes.

3.  How does this film adaptation of One Thousand and One Nights differ from the original text? How is it similar? Give some examples from the film to support your arguments.
4.  What does Aladdin teach audiences about nationality, love, family, and friendship? Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate it.

5.  What was the historical context in which Aladdin was made? What are the major historical events that might influence plot, characters, etc? Consider especially the original story on which this film was based and what Disney chose to alter. How might these contexts resonate with contemporary audiences in 1992? Or today?

6.  What are some possible “positive” readings of this film? What “good” lessons does the film teach? Give examples and explain why.

